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Letter from the Mayor
Riverside - we made a 

difference!
Another year quickly coming to an 

end and my opportunity to reflect and 
celebrate our success!   Partnerships 
were formed and nurtured; projects 

were started 
and completed;   
kindness and 
generosity 
were given and 
received; and 
all of this hap-
pened because 
of PEOPLE!

People who 
were willing 
to believe and 

invest in our vision; people who 
planned and worked diligently to 
chart our course; people who volun-
teered their time and energy to “do 
good” for others; people who lifted 
us up in our time of sorrow; and all 
of you that carried our message that 
RIVERSIDE is a wonderful place to 
LIVE, WORK and PLAY.

I am forever proud.  Enjoy each 
other; enjoy the holidays and may 
2012 be a blessed year for all. 

By Mayor Kathy Rose

Parkville Defeats Riverside in  
Recycling Showdown

Mayor Kathy Rose often sings the praises of recycling and waste reduc-
tion.  On November 15 (America Recycles Day), she got a chance 
to literally cheer before 

a group of elected officials from 
neighboring Parkville.

In September, the city of 
Parkville issued a friendly chal-
lenge to the city of Riverside: We 
bet our community can recycle 
more than your community. A 
competition was held to see which 
city could get the most residents to 
participate in scheduled recycling 
collection events for household 
hazardous waste, electronic waste 
and paper shredding. The cities’ 
leaders made an agreement: if Riv-
erside won, Parkville Mayor Gerry 
Richardson would attend a Riverside Board of Aldermen meeting and sing a 
song about his love for Riverside. In the event Parkville won, Riverside Mayor 
Kathy Rose agreed to attend Parkville’s Board of Aldermen meeting and cheer 
the greatness of Parkville. 

In the end, Parkville claimed victory with 103 residents participating in 
their collection events versus Riverside’s total of 92 residents. Rose agreed 
to honor the mayors’ pact and perform a cheer before the Riverside Board of 
Aldermen at their meeting on Tuesday, November 15.

“I’m perfectly willing to embarrass myself for a good cause!” Mayor Rose 
said about her performance.

This good-natured contest is one of several activities that was held through-
out the region as part of the 2011 Recycling Rivalry, a competition among lo-
cal governments organized by the Mid-America Regional Council Solid Waste 
Management District.  

David Garcia Award for Environmental Excellence
Mayor Rose was also recently recognized for her regional leadership in the 

areas of waste reduction and recycling.  On November 3, she received the Da-
vid Garcia Award for Environmental Excellence, a special honor presented by 
Bridging the Gap to an individual or local organization that strives to address 
regional environmental issues through collaboration and action.  

 [ continued on page 3 ]

Mayor Rose accepting the David Garcia Award 

Holiday Hours
Please note that City Offices 

will be closed for the holidays on 
Monday, december 26 and  
Monday, January 2.   The Commu-
nity Center will offer Open Gym 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. december 19 
through december 30.
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Trash Pick Up Schedule

Stay Connected

Friday ................................december 2

Friday ................................december 9

Friday .............................december 16

Friday .............................december 23

Friday .............................december 30

www.RiversideMo.com

www.RiversideMo.com/blog

www.RiversideMo.com/facebook

@RiversideMo (Twitter)

Tips for an Eco-Friendly 
Holiday!

Recycle Your Gift Wrap
Between Thanksgiving and New 

Year’s day, American throw away a 
million extra tons of garbage each 
week, including holiday wrapping 
and packaging.  If every family 
reused just two feet of holiday 
ribbon, the 38,000 miles of ribbon 
saved could tie a bow around the 
planet (Source: Robert Lilienfield)

Low Energy Lights
Replace your traditional holiday 

lights with Led ones.  The U.S. de-
partment of energy estimates that 
if everyone switched to Led lights, 
at least two billion kilowatt-hours 
of electricity could be saved in 
one month.  The savings would be 
enough to power 200,000 homes 
for a year.  Bonus: If one Led light 
burns out, the rest of the lights 
keep going!

Green Tip

Community Theatre Holiday Play

C     atch the Riverside Community Theatre’s production of the hilarious 
holiday spoof “Inspecting Carol” December 2, 3, 9 and 10 at the  
Riverside Community Center.  

Admission is $2.50 per person and dinner is available for an additional $20 
per person.  Dinner begins at 6:30 p.m. at the show starts at 7:30 p.m.  There is 
also a matinee performance on December 3 at 3 p.m. 

To reserve tickets, visit www.fbp.info or contact Fair Based Productions at 
(816) 260-1618. 

FREE ADMISSION
The City of Riverside is offering passes for free admission to the  
Riverside Community Theatre’s production of “Inspecting Carol.”

How to Redeem:
• Bring this coupon to the Community Center prior to the show.  Each 

coupon is redeemable for two free passes.  Free passes are good for 
admission only. 

• You must redeem this coupon in advance to receive free passes.   
Coupons will not be accepted at show performances.

• There are a limited number of free passes available so redeem early!

Questions?  Contact the Community Center at 741-4172.

Riverside Safer Thanks to New Radio System
In December, 2009 the Board of Alderman 

approved the replacement of Public Safety’s  
outdated and trouble-prone VHF radio system with a 
state of the art digital system. At 7:30 am on  
Monday, November 15th our new system went live. 

I won’t bore you with the technical details on how 
this system is better other than to say with the erec-
tion of the tower powering digital technology our 
firefighters and police officers can talk on the radio 
clearly anywhere in the city. Before, there were some 
outside areas (like stretches of 9 Highway) and inside 
some buildings (Park Hill South High School and 
the Argosy Casino are examples) where there was no 
radio coverage. Also joining this regional radio sys-
tem is Kansas City, Gladstone and North Kansas City. This means we can talk 
directly to those police and fire agencies.

Many thanks to the Mayor appointed Citizens Radio Committee for study-
ing this issue completely and then presenting their findings and recommenda-
tions to the Board of Alderman and to our elected officials for authorizing such 
a monumental leap forward. Riverside is a safer community because of it.

- Chief Greg Mills, Riverside Public Safety Department  

Chief Greg Mills
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Free Fitness Classes

Riverside voters will go to the 
polls on April 3 for the municipal 
election of mayor and aldermen.

Officials with terms expiring are: 
Mayor Kathy Rose, Alderman Ron 
Super, Ward I; Alderman Bernie 
Bruns, Ward II; and Alderman david 
Hurt, Ward III. Filing opens decem-
ber 13, 2011 and closes January 17, 
2012.  Those  interested can file at 
City Hall during regular business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday,  except for these 
dates when City Hall will be closed: 
dec. 26, Jan. 2 and Jan. 16. 

The Riverside Community 
Center offers free fitness classes 
during the week.

M/W/F from 8 to 9:30 a.m. is 
Yoga/Cardio/Strength Class.

M/Th from 10 to 11 a.m. is 
Line dancing and Weights.

Wed. from 10 to 11 a.m. is 
Stay Strong Stay Healthy Class.

Mayor Receives Regional Award
[ continued from page 1 ]

Bridging The Gap and the Mid-America Regional Council co-present the 
David Garcia award, established in honor of former MARC Environmental and 
Emergency Services Director David A. Garcia, who was killed in an automo-
bile accident in the 1990s, to commemorate his strong contributions to local 
environmental progress.

The award was presented by David A. Warm, MARC’s executive director. 
“Mayor Rose has been a charismatic voice and champion for recycling in the 
Kansas City area,” he said. “She is motivated, energetic and brings people to-
gether to create results – including a new image of Riverside as a sustainable, 
green community engaging citizens to take action. As mayor, she embodies the 
ideas of excellence and regional leadership through her unwavering commit-
ment to help fellow mayors and elected officials do the same.” 

In addition to her efforts in Riverside, Rose is currently serving a second 
term on the Executive Board of the MARC Solid Waste Management District, 
which serves as Greater Kansas City’s regional solid waste planning agency 
for local governments in Cass, Clay, Jackson, Platte and Ray counties in Mis-
souri. The district also works cooperatively with Johnson, Leavenworth and 
Wyandotte counties in Kansas. The Executive Board governs the district, and a 
Management Council of local elected and appointed officials provides guid-
ance in development of solid waste management policies. 

Whether by working to provide Riverside’s residents with quality recy-
cling services or endeavoring to develop more sustainable practices for local 
governments through regional policy, Kathy Rose has been at the forefront of 
efforts to make local communities more vibrant and green.  

Election Filing

Pet Licenses
Pet licenses in Riverside expire 

on december 31.  They are 
required for any dog or cat that 
is let outside the confines of a  
private building, and require the 
owner to submit a proof of vac-
cination.  The fee for a dog license 
is $6, or if the dog is spayed or 
neutered, $4.  There is no fee to 
license cats. Licenses are available 
at Public Safety, Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Be Cautious With Home Heating Equipment
Now that winter is upon us, the Riverside Fire Department would 

like to remind residents to use extreme caution when utilizing 
home heating equipment.  

According to the National Fire Protection As-
sociation, heating equipment is the leading cause 
of home fires during the months of December, 
January and February.  Common causes for home 
heating equipment fires includes: not cleaning 
woodburning stoves and chimneys regularly, 
placing combustibles too close to home heat-
ers, and improper fueling of gas-fueled heating 
equipment.

To help prevent these fires, the Fire Department 
recommends having all wood and coal burning stoves, 
fireplaces, chimneys and flues inspected annually by a professional and 
cleaned accordingly.  Portable space heaters should have a three-foot clearance 
from anything that can burn, and portable kerosene heaters must be fueled only 
in a well-ventilated area that is free from other heat sources and open flames.  
When buying a new space heater, make sure it carries the mark of an indepen-
dent testing laboratory, and be sure to have fixed space heaters installed by a 
qualified technician according to manufacturer’s instructions.  
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Calendar
December 1
Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
5:45 p.m. at the Welcome Plaza

December 6 
Board of Alderman – 7 p.m.

December 7
Park Board Meeting  – 6 p.m.

December 8
Planning and Zoning – 7 p.m.

December 12
Tourism Commission – 6 p.m.

December 20
Board of Alderman – 7 p.m.

December 26
City Offices Closed

January 2
City Offices Closed

Holiday Lighting Ceremony

M    ark your calendars for Thursday, December 1 for the annual 
Riverside Lighting Ceremony. The festivities will begin around 5:45 
p.m. at the Welcome Plaza, which is located at the corner of Gate-

way and Vivion. Parking is available near 
the site, as well as at City Hall and Renner 
Brenner Park. Hot chocolate and coffee will 
be available for guests and Mrs. Claus will 
be walking around, so don’t forget to bring 
your camera and Christmas list!
     The City will also be giving away raffle 
tickets for anyone who brings canned goods 
or non-perishable food. All donated items 
will benefit Hillcrest Transitional Housing. 
The raffle is for a $200 gift card to Zona 
Rosa. You will receive one raffle ticket per 
five items donated.  Double points will be 
given for canned fruit, flour and coffee, 
which are especially needed!
      At 6 p.m., the Mayor will flip the 
switch. Immediately following, the Park 
Hill South A Cappella choir will perform 
holiday music and the raffle will take place 
after the concert.  Prizes for the Do Good 
contest will also be awarded. 

The Holdiay Lighting Ceremony is Dec. 1 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Welcome Plaza.


