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Snow doesn’t slow much down 
across the City of Riverside 
thanks to the hard work and 

dedication of the Riverside Public 
Works Department.  While other 
communities all but shut down be-
cause of snow-packed and icy roads, 
Riverside’s streets are clear.

Tom Wooddell, Riverside Public 
Works Director, said that although 
there isn’t a science to snow plowing, 
there is a secret to Riverside’s success 
– having a great Public Works crew 
who cares about the service they’re 
providing.
Team Riverside

When snow appears in the fore-
cast, the Public Works Department 
goes on alert.  Working with the 
City’s Emergency Management  
Division, the Department creates 
a plan of attack based on when the 
snow is supposed to arrive and how 
much is forecast.  Wooddell explained 
that they usually start with a crew of 
two devoted to plowing, but depend-

ing on how the storm progresses, 
people are on standby ready to  
come in.  

“When the snow starts flying, 
we start flying too,” Wooddell said.  
“We’ve got a great crew that’s willing 
to come in around the clock, includ-
ing weekends 
and holidays, 
to make sure 
our roads are 
clear and safe.  
The number 
one reason we 
excel where 
other  
communities 
don’t when 
it comes to 
snow removal is that our guys care 
about the job they’re doing – they’ve 
heard great feedback from the resi-
dents and businesses and want to 
keep that going.”
Salt & Snow Plows 

Although manpower is a key com-

ponent in the snow removal process, 
having the right equipment and  
materials are also critical pieces.  
Wooddell said that the new addi-
tions to the plowing fleet that were 
purchased in recent years have made 
a huge difference, as well as the fact 

that Riverside puts 
down pure salt on 
the roads, instead 
of a mixture of 
salt and sand like 
other communities.  
On average, in a 
year with typi-
cal snowfall, the 
City spends about 
$30,000 on salt for 
the roads.

“The Board of Aldermen sup-
ports Public Works and the work we 
do.  They do a great job giving us the 
tools we need to do our job well, not 
only when it comes to snow removal 
but to other Public Works functions 
as well,” Wooddell said. 

The Science of Snow Removal

“My Riverside” Photo Contest Winners

Overall Winner - Donald Gram Adult Category Winner - Kevin Boji Senior Category Winner - Bev Allen
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Trash Pick Up Schedule

Stay Connected

Friday ........................................january 4

Friday .....................................january 11

Friday .....................................january 18

Friday .....................................january 25

Friday ....................................February 1

www.RiversideMo.com

www.RiversideMo.com/blog

www.RiversideMo.com/facebook

@RiversideMo (Twitter)

Recycling Refresher: What Can I Recycle?
Make one of your New Year’s Resolutions to be more aware of what you 

throw in the trash.  To help, here is a quick refresher about what can be 
recycled curbside and what other recycling services are available through the 
City.

Metals, plastics and paper can be placed in the curbside recycling containers or 
in the large recycling container on the Municipal Campus.  All recyclables can 
be mixed together:

Metals
• Aluminum and metal food cans 
• Aluminum trays and foil
• Steel cans and tins

Plastics
• Soda, milk, water and flavored beverage bottles 
• HDPE detergent and fabric softener containers
• PVC narrow neck containers: health, beauty products, household cleaners
• LDPE grocery containers: margarine tubs, frozen dessert cups
• PP grocery containers: yogurt cups, syrup, ketchup bottles

Paper
• Newspaper, including inserts
• Magazines, catalogs, and telephone books
• Brown paper bags
• Office, computer, notebook and gift wrap paper
• Chipboard: cereal, cake and food mix boxes, gift boxes
• Carrier stock: soda and beer can carrying cases
• Junk mail and envelopes
• Paperback books (not hard cover books)
• Cardboard (no waxed cardboard)

Glass Recycling
Glass cannot be put into the recycling containers provided to you by the city; 
however, the City has partnered with Ripple Glass to provide a glass recycling 
container on the Municipal Campus, 2950 NW Vivion Road. This container 
collects brown, green, blue and clear glass food and beverage containers. 
Please rinse containers but you do not need to remove the labels or separate the 
glass by color. For more details, visit www.rippleglasskc.com.

Items You Can’t Recycle in Riverside
Styrofoam containers, plastic bags, glassware, ceramics, or used clothing. 

Household Hazardous Waste
Disposal of batteries and toxic product containers can be done at a  
Riverside ABOP event or brought to the collection facility in Kansas City 
(4707 Deramus).

Questions?
For more information on what can and cannot be recycled, or details  
on other recycling facilities within the Kansas City region,  
visit www.recyclespot.org.  

Fitness Classes
The Riverside Community 

Center offers free fitness classes 
and league play during the week.

• M/W/F from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. is yoga/Cardio/
Strength Class

• M/Th from 10 to 11 a.m. is 
Line Dancing and Weights.

• Wed. from 10 to 11 a.m. 
is Stay Strong Stay Healthy 
Class

• Wed. from 6 to 9 p.m. is 
Pickleball

• Thurs. from 9 to 10 a.m. is 
Zumba

The Community Center is 
also open for Open Gym hours, 
Monday-Thursday from 3 to 6 
p.m. and Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m.  
There is also adult-only basketball 
open gym from 7 to 9 p.m. on 
Tues/Thurs.

Questions? Contact the  
Community Center at 741-4172.
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Riverside voters will go to the 
polls on April 2 for the municipal 
election.  Officials with terms ex-
piring are: Alderman Michael Fuller, 
Ward I; Alderman Aaron Thatcher, 
Ward II; and Alderman Brad Cope, 
Ward III. Filing opened December 
11, 2012 and closes january 15, 
2013.  Those  interested can file at 
City Hall during regular business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Election Filing

Time to Renew!
Pet Licenses

Pet licenses in Riverside 
expired on December 31.  They 
are required for any dog or cat 
that is let outside the confines of 
a  private building, and require the 
owner to submit a proof of vac-
cination.  The fee for a dog license 
is $6, or if the dog is spayed or 
neutered, $4.  There is no fee to li-
cense cats. Licenses are available at 
Public Safety, Monday through Fri-
day from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Licenses 
can also be obtained by mail.  For 
more information, contact the 
Records unit at (816) 741-1191.

Business Licenses
Business licenses also expired 

on December 31.  All Riverside 
business should have received 
a notice in the mail with details 
about renewing their business 
license.  Please contact the City 
Clerk at 741-3993 with any  
questions.

Don’t Let Your Gas Appliances Starve For Air 
Gas appliances, such as water heaters, furnaces and boilers need plenty of 

air to operate efficiently and safely. Otherwise, they will produce exces-
sive and deadly carbon monoxide. 
     Carbon monoxide is odorless, colorless and toxic, meaning you can’t see, 
taste or smell it. It causes headaches, dizziness, disorientation, nausea and 
fatigue. Carbon monoxide can kill, so be sure to maintain your gas appliances.  

Safely Operate Your Gas-Fire Appliances:  
• Schedule an annual appliance inspection, cleaning and tune-up by a quali-

fied specialist. 
• Have vents and chimneys inspected by a qualified expert at least once a 

year.
• Have a technician check the combustion air provisions for your appliances. 
• Store combustibles and flammables far away from gas appliances. 

     Building safety codes require specific venting sizes and combustion air  
provisions for gas appliances to ensure safe operations. Contact your local  
gas company or the Riverside Building Inspector at (816) 741-3993 for  
more information.   

Gatewoods Neighbors “Do Good”

Although the City’s “Do Good” recognition program officially ended in 
2010, residents of the Gatewoods neighborhood carried on the spirit of 
the program this holiday season.      

Gatewoods resident Jim Kilroy decorated the neighborhood 
trees with outdoor lights for the holidays. 

Tanner and Tucker Crawford (pictured) and Chris Craig 
helped clear sidewalks and driveways for their neighbors 
after the December 20 snowstorm.  

Thank you to Bev Allen for submitting these “Do Good” deeds.  If you know 
of other Riverside residents doing good in your neighborhood, please send an 
email and picture to mhauck@riversidemo.com and they may be featured in 
the newsletter or on the City website or social media sites.  

Check Your Mailbox...
The 2012 Riverside Annual Report will be delivered soon!
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Calendar
January 8 
Board of Aldermen – 7 p.m.

January 9 
Park Board – 7 p.m.

January 10
Planning and Zoning – 7 p.m.

January 15
Election Filing Deadline

January 21
City Offices Closed

January 22
Board of Aldermen – 7 p.m.

January 24
Planning and Zoning – 7 p.m.

Get Healthy in 2013!

Riverside residents are now eligible for reduced rates at area fitness 
centers through the Riverside Healthy Citizens Initiative. Through this 
program, residents will pay 25 percent of the membership fee and the 

City will pay the remaining 75 percent.

Eligible Fitness Facilities
Platte County Community Centers/YMCA
8875 Clark Ave, Parkville, Mo.
(816) 505-2622

North Kansas City Community Center
1999 Iron Street, NKC, Mo.
(816) 300-0531

Gladstone Community Center
6901 N. Holmes, Gladstone, Mo. 
(816) 423-4200

How to Sign Up
Contact the Riverside Community Center at 741-4172 between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. for details on how to register for the program.  More information is also 
available on the City website, www.riversidemo.com. 


